Subscription Notifier Task

Context

In this article, I'm going to talk about how to set up subscription notifier in the dev environment so that we can test the subscription sender functionality.

TL:DR;

Essentially, the subscription notifier is set up as a Gradle task with input relying on a couple environment variable. This implies, you can set up the subscription notifier
as below in the vagrant box (mostly for getting the right value in the catalina.properties):

SubscriptionNotifier Task

1 export NOTIFY_TIMEZONE=US/Pacific

2 export NUM_OF_THREADS=4

3 export CATALINA_BASE=/edlio/cms/current/tomcat

4 cd /edlio/cms/current && ./gradlew subscriptionNotifer
Set ups

In order to test subscription notifier, you will need to subscribe to one of teachers in your dev environment.
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And then you can create a couple quick posts or assignments as part of notification to send today.
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Once above are set up, you can try to run the task above in **TL;DR** section.

Debugging
Now because this is a task that is run outside the cms we cannot debug it like we normally do. Yet we can debug the task as a Java application in IntelliJ.
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First we should create a new Run Configuration and select the Application option. Then the configuration would be the same as is shown in the picture depending on
your directories.

These are the steps you should take to setup the configuration.

1. Choose SubscriptionNotifier as the Main Class.
2. Working Directory is where your cms project is located.
3.

Environmant Vanaties

Is important to add the environmental variables inside the configuration. The variable values are the same as stated before. | will talk about CATALINA_BASE
value later. Take note that the value for this variable is a directory inside your computer.

4. Classpath would be the module that contains SubscriptionNotifier, in this case is cms_main



5. JRE is where you contain the version of Java for the project. Make sure you use the one from the virtual machines.

Now because IntelliJ runs in your computer and not inside the virtual box , it will look for the file of catalina.properties inside your computer and it won't find it.
Therefore you should create a directory that contains this file.

In my case the directory is:
/Users/arturo/current/tomcat/conf/catalina.properties

The part of /conf/catalina.properties is hard coded in the program. So therefore create a directory anywhere in your computer but make sure catalina.properties is
inside the conf directory.

CATALINA_BASE is the value of the path of your directory minus /conf/catalina.properties
CATALINA_BASE=/Users/arturo/current/tomcat

After all this you can run the notification task inside IntelliJ, you can run it as a normal program or in debugging mode.

ionMatifier +

If you get an error saying the app cannot find the templates, update the new catalina.properties to match the right location. Those are inside tomcat/templates. For
example:

templates.path=/home/hipolito/edlio/cms/tomcat/templates

Side notes

If email is not sent properly, you can debug into your /edlio/cms/current/tomcat/conf/catalina.properties to check if you have the right sendgrid credentials.

vagrant@cmsadmin:fedliofcmsfcurrent
en.sponsorship.maxNumberContractsPerAuction =

X
#
# en.sponsorship.auctionInterval = 30

# en.sponsorship.numberImpressionsToBid = 1000
#

#

#

en.sponsorship.auctionFeePercentage = 18
en.sponsorship.schoolFeePercentage = 15
en.sponsorship.auctionInterval = 120

recipient.l

# emergency.sms.recipient.1=6469323272@txt.att.net

# mmserver.root=/Workspace/en/webapps/enmultimedia/R0O0T/videoSource/
# mmserver.ffmpeg=old

#emergency.email.recipient.l=tortop@gmail.com
#emergency.email.recipient.2=endertortop@gmail.com

# routing

routes.f

If you desire to run several times the task of notifications during the day and receive the emails you need to clear a value from the database. The task will only send
notifications to the users who haven't received one during the day. Therefore if you run the task , then create a new post and run the task again the person won't
receive a notification. That is why in the database in the table of user_subscriptions you have to delete the value of lastNotification for each user.

You will know if the notifications are not send if you get this message in console:

Even when you have users in the table of user_subscriptions those users won't receive the notifications as i stated before.



If several day have passed and you decide to delete the values of lastNotification and run the notification tasks, you could run into a Mysql Exception.

The reason for this is because the code will receive that there are users to notify but because the timestamp of each post is greater than the time window to add them
to the notification email. It will not receive any id from the users to notify. To fix this, just create a new post for each user you follow.



